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" Why should I try it ? Do you think it's too salt ? "
the old woman asked in alarm.
" Taste it when you're told ;   taste it!   You may have*
put some powder or other into it for your guests. ..."
" Take and try a spoonful!  Now ! " Pantaleimon ordered
sternly, and bit his lip.   Then he brought an alder stump
which he used as a stool when mending boots, pushed it 3k
under the window, and sat on it embracing an old boot/
He took no more part in the conversation.
Piotra remained in the best room, and did not show
himself. Natalia also went and sat there with the children.
Dunia stood huddled against the stove, knitting a stocking,
but after one of the Red Army men had called her " young
lady " and invited her to sup with them she went out.
The conversation died away. After eating, the guests lit
cigarette's.
" May we smoke ? " one of them asked.
Gregor refused the cigarette offered  to him.  He was
inwardly trembling ;  his heart choked as he looked at the }
man who had shot the dog, and he maintained a challenging"*
and insolent attitude to him.  Evidently the man was looking
for trouble, for he tried continually to draw Gregor into the
conversation.
"What regiment did you serve in, your Excellency? "
he asked.
" In several."
" How many of our people have you killed ? "
" There's no counting in wartime.  You needn't think,
comrade, that I was born an officer.  I earned my com-
mission during the German war.  They gave it me for my ^
war services. ..."
" I'm no comrade to officers. We put your sort up against
a wall. I've taken sight at more than one, myself."
" What I say is this, comrade. You're not behaving ,
decently, acting as if you'd taken the village by storm,
We ourselves deserted from the front and let you through,
but you come as if you were entering a defeated country.
Anyone can shoot a dog, and it's not clever to kill unarmed
people or to be insulting, either. . . ."
" Don't you tell me what I'm to do !  We know you . . . J
' Deserted from the front I'   If we hadn't defeated you ,